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Down the memory lane   - Ravi Mandava 
 
In the jewel of a poem “The Road Not Taken”, Robert Frost mused “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I - I took 
the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference”.  The shibboleth of this poem perennially 
reverberates in resonance during my pensive moments evoking nostalgic thoughts of my halcyon days in 
childhood. Growing up in a rural town, I had the privilege of unfettered access to public libraries with ample time 
to peruse children’s literature during summer vacations as well as school days.   Other factors that contributed 
immensely to my penchant were a brother who is an avid bibliophile (in collecting and reading), easy schedules 
in public schools that we attended, and lesser duress and expectations to excel academically in an era of lesser 
competition and more opportunities for extra-curricular activities. 
 
When we were around twelve years old, we were quite fascinated by captivating stories in Chandamama and 
Bommarillu.  As the adage goes “A picture is worth thousand words”, resplendent illustrations by Vaddadi 
Papaiah and others etched awe-inspiring aspirations among us.   As budding dilettantes, we assiduously 
dabbled in home-made imitations of these great magazines with our own fables of intrigue, valor, adversity and 
prosperity with hand-drawn pictures some of which might have resembled VaPa’s rich illustrations as feeble 
attempts of replicas.  Nonetheless, we were quite content with encomiums gratuitously doled out by our kind-
hearted aunts who, I’m sure, had noble intentions of encouraging saplings of art among us, even when our 
works were quite mundane and soporific in content and presentation.  Fortunately, we were in blissful childhood 
years of gullibility and community nourishment. 
 
A couple of monsoon seasons later, as we got into early teens, one summer month, we stumbled into 
stupendously sublime literary works of translation by Dr Nanduri RamaMohana Rao.  Like a godteacher, he 
opened the doors for us to the world of adventure and fun depicted in several classics such as Mark Twain's 
"Adventures of Tom Sawyer" and "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn", RL Stevenson's "Treasure Island".  The 
essence and spirit of those eminent authors originally encapsulated in their classics was exquisitely presented 
by Dr Nanduri in a fashion that is unforgettable, riveting, jocund, and engrossing.   Tom and Becky's heart-
stopping exploration in McDougal's cave, Huck and Jim's tenacious rafting in the foggy and rapid waters of the 
Mississippi river, Jim's audacious voyage over the Caribbean ocean with ruthless buccaneers are a few 
examples of enthralling escapades we could only dream of as adolescents.  Canoeing with my brother over a 
small lake by the main library in Movva, swimming with my cousins in a rain-flooded rivulet in Penamakuru, 
wandering in woods with my brother in Thondalagopavaram are a few of my attempts to act out some of those 
empyrean escapades.   
 
One native book that made a lasting impression was a story about two brothers called Ramanna and Polanna 
who got marooned in a forest like Mowgli in Rudyard Kipling's “Jungle Book” but differed in the main theme that 
this book depicted the two brothers to be heroic in hunting, fishing, making shelters like Daniel Defoe's 
“Robinson Crusoe”.  It also had an exciting and climactic ending wherein the two brothers use bows and arrows 
from the treetops to foil an attempt by a group of bandits to rob a family.  Unfortunately, despite our innumerable 
attempts, we could not find this book again nor remember its title or its author's name, and I'd be very much 
grateful to whoever can give me a tip in finding this paragon of bravery, originality, and bonhomie. 
 
A few literary works, some of them translated in Telugu, by Russian litterateurs such as Tolstoy, Maxim Gorky, 
etc also imparted fodder for learning about activities of children on the streets of Moscow against the backdrop 
of a revolution.  Most pragmatic works were Yakov Perelman's series of "Physics for Entertainment" which gave 
us ideas and inspiration for making paper boomerangs, magnetic motion loops, and water-coin tricks.  
Preponderance of life's perils and hardships was lucidly felt from the works such as RK Narayan's "Swami and 
His Friends" and Rabindranath Tagore's short story about a boy leaving his bucolic village and moving to an 
urban sprawl in Calcutta and finally succumbing to pneumonia.  One quote that stuck in my mind was "A 
fourteen year old is neither a child nor an adult; neither his decisions are respected nor his acts of play are 
appreciated". 
 
All in all, these and several other outstanding works of unfathomable imagination, creativity and serendipity 
made such an impression on me inculcating a strong predilection for adventures and forays into remote areas 
one of which has landed me in this great land of opportunities.  As great authors such as Mark Twain, Tagore, 
etc leave behind them “footprints in the sands of time”, it's a gratifying and rejuvenating experience for me to 
look down (rather, up) my memory lane with utmost admiration and sheer delection. 
 
To be good is noble, but to show others how to be good is nobler, and no trouble.      --  Mark Twain 
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India’s Independence Day Celebration – ICC-Austin celebrates the grandest event of the year! 
 

Date:  Sat., August 17th  Venue: Performing Arts Center, John Conally High School  Time: 7 p.m. 
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For more details, please visit - �����������	
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TELUGU CULTURAL ASSOCIATION 
(A registered non-profit Organization) 
2900 West Anderson Lane,  
Box # 20-216A  
Austin, TX 78757-1124 
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Telugu Cultural Association, Austin 

 invites everyone for an enchanting evening of Mela with lots of interesting stalls, 
Karaoke, songs, games, food and fun. 
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Admission: FREE����
Date: July 20th 2002 

Time: 6 P.M. – 10 P.M. 
Venue: Murchison Middle School 

Directions: Coming from Mopac/Loop 1 North, Take right on Far West Blvd exit. Take a left at 
2nd/3rd traffic light onto Hart Road and a right at the STOP sign. The school is on the right side. 
 

Contact austintelugu@yahoo.com, if interested in singing/karaoke and/or setting up stalls. 
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