Telugu Cultural Association, Austin

2011 General Body Meeting Minutes

Saturday, February 19, 2011

The 2011 General Body Meeting (GBM) of the Telugu Cultural Association, Austin (TCA) was held at Murchison Middle School on February 19, 2011 with 89 members present. 

Mr. Ramarao Banda, member of the Election Committee started the GBM with some ntroductory remarks. He mentioned that the GBM has the supreme authority in all matters of the TCA including the present elections for the Executive Committee, and the Board of Directors (BoD). He assured all the members that they are free to express their viewpoints at any time, and offer any suggestions related to the proceedings in the meeting, and that their collective will be followed.

Executive Committee Elections:

For each of the seven positions in the Executive Committee, two nominations were received, and one of them was withdrawn. Thus, there was only one nomination for each of the seven positions.

Initially all the seven nominees were presented to the GBM. The GBM was asked if they would approve the presented nominees. They conveyed their approval. After that, Mr. Ramarao raised a specific question in relation to the nominees: “Do you have any objections in respect of any nominee?” There was a categorical answer: “NO” from the members.

Then a resolution in favor of approving all the Nominees was proposed and seconded. There was an overwhelming vote of approval for this resolution, with 74 “Yes” votes, zero “NO” votes.

The following nominees were declared duly elected as members of the 2011 Executive Committee: 

Chairperson (President): Mr. Ravi Ballada
Secretary: Mr. Narsireddy Gaddikoppula
Treasurer: Mr. Pravardhan Chimmula
Executive Members: Mr. Praveen Chakka, Mrs. Praveena Kale, Mr. Jaipal Patlo Sivaiah and Mr. Srinivas Vedere

An “Oath of Office” was administered to each member by Mr. Ramarao Banda.

2010 Treasurer’s Report:

The financial report for 2010 was presented by Mr. Sreenu Muppa, Treasurer. A resolution in favor of approving of the financial statement was proposed and seconded. There was an overwhelming vote of approval for this resolution, with 79 “Yes” votes, zero “NO” votes.

Presentation of the BoD Tenure and Vote by GBM:

Mr. Ramana Madipadga, member of the Election Committee explained the GBM the history behind the role of BoD and how it is supposed to help the organization. He displayed the article IX of the by-laws for the members benefit. He also explained the reason why three BoD members had different terms when the BoD was appointed originally – three, two, and one years. Then he informed the GBM that Mr. Chary Tamirisa has sent the resignation to the Election Committee and Mrs. Nalini Rao has honored her commitment to last year’s election and let her term expire as per the 2010 GBM minutes. Her commitment was that she was going to one year term even though article IX of by-laws clearly states that only the initial year the terms are for three, two, and one years and subsequent years they will be elected for a three year term. Mr. S.S. Rao has sent an e-mail to Telugu people at large that he is resigning from the BoD and did not inform the election committee of his decision. Since he informed the Telugu people at large, Mr. Madipadga has presented Mr. Rao’s resignation to the GBM. The GBM has accepted the resignations from Mr. Chary Tamirisa and Mr. S.S. Rao. Mr. Madipadga then asked permission from the GBM to conduct the election for three BoD positions for one, two and three year terms. The GBM unanimously gave the permission to conduct the election for all three BoD vacant positions.

Nominations and Elections for BoD Positions:

Then Ramana Madipadga called for nominations for the one year BoD term. Mr. Prasad Kaki was proposed and seconded for the one year BoD position. Since there was only one nomination, Mr. Prasad Kaki was declared for one year BoD term. 

Then Ramana Madipadga called for nominations for the two year BoD term. Mrs. Nalini Rao was proposed and seconded for the two year BoD position. Since there was only one nomination, Mrs. Nalini Rao was declared for two year BoD term. 

Then Ramana Madipadga called for nominations for the three year BoD term. Mr. Kondal Yennaram was proposed and seconded for the three year BoD position. Since there was only one nomination, Mr. Kondal Yennaram was declared for three year BoD term. 

Speeches by President and Secretary on behalf of newly elected Executive Committee:

Both the President and the Secretary have emphasized about the unity in Austin TCA community and promised to take necessary steps to bring preserve the unity. 

By-laws Committee:

Mr. Ravi Ballada asked the GBM permission to nominate a by-laws committee to make amendments needed to the bylaws and governance of TCA. The GBM unanimously gave the permission to appoint the committee.

Vote of Thanks:

The GBM was concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Mr. Raman Madipadga. The GBM was conducted very successfully. Best wishes were conveyed to the new Executive Committee and new BoD for a new year with vibrant activities. GBM has appreciated Election Committee for their successful conduct of GBM and elections to EC and BoD

The meeting adjourned.
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