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TELUGU CULTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 
(Conceived in 1990 & 
Incorporated in 1998) 
7301 Burnet Road, 
Ste.# 102, PMB #187 
Austin, TX 78757 

http://www.austintelugu.org/teluguvani.html    e-mail: austinteluguvani@yahoogroups.com 
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Telugu Cultural Association, Austin 
– past, present and the future 

- Satya Rao, President, 2003 Executive Committee. 
 

We’ve come a long way since establishing the Telugu 
Cultural Association here in Austin. Back in 1990 – 
1991 there were about 30 Telugu families who used to 
meet in a club house of an apartment complex to 
celebrate our festivals with potluck dinners. As the 
number of Telugu people in Austin increased, it was 
thought that we establish a formal association to 
promote Telugu cultural activities and to provide a 
platform for encouraging the local Telugu talent. Thus, 
TCA Austin was born in 1991 with Shri. Rangarao 
Vemuganti as the first TCA president and had 12 
eventful and glorious years ever since. 
 
We now have almost “Aru vaMdala AMdhrula 
kuTuMbAlu” in Austin. TCA membership has grown 
to about 300, with 60+ life members. I know there are 
more out there that are not part of TCA yet. I urge each 
and every Telugu Austinite to join TCA and support its 
activities. I get so excited when I see people with so 
many creative talents - writers, singers, musicians, 
actors etc. right among us. I’m glad that we have a 
means to showcase our talents and these talented 
young artists are coming forward to perform in TCA 
programs making the job of the Executive Committee 
much simpler. We only need to work on planning and 
facilitating the programs rather than trying to search 
for items and performers. That is a welcome change. 
I’m very confident that it is only going to get better as 
more young and talented Telugu people move into our 
beautiful home away from home – Austin and join our 
Association.  
 
Going forward, I think, we all need to make sure that 
the interest and enthusiasm for Telugu culture and arts 
is not just limited to first generation of 
pravAsAMdhrulu. It is the responsibility of every 
person of Telugu origin to involve the children and 
keep it interesting and entertaining for them. It would 
be great if our children born and brought up here can 
read and write Telugu which enables them to learn 
more about our culture, our literature and our arts. I 
must congratulate Satyam Mandapati garu for his 
efforts in trying to teach our children the Telugu 
language and I think we should make every effort to 
see that our “Telugu Badi” flourishes again. 
 
Our association upholds Telugu identity and communal 
harmony in Austin making our cultural indulgence very 
satisfying. I’m very proud to be associated with TCA, 
Austin and hope you are too.                 ***** 
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No Applicants for learning Telugu from a reputed University? 

The South Asian Summer Language Institute (SASLI - http://www.wisc.edu/southasia/sasli) at the University of 
Wisconsin has been offering an 8 week long Telugu learning course in summer for graduate and under graduate 
students, for many years now under the guidance of Prof. Velcheru Narayana Rao. This year’s schedule is from June 
16 to August 8, 2003 which offers the equivalent of two full semesters of academic year study. The instructional 
fee is $2,400 and upon completion of the program, the students will receive a University of Wisconsin-Madison 
transcript reflecting 8 credits of language study and a letter grade (A-F based on the student’s performance). 
Unfortunately, they have not received even one application for learning Telugu this year so far and there is a 
possibility that the summer course will be cancelled one more year for lack of enrollments. Isn’t it time for all 
committed Pravasandhrulu living in the USA and elsewhere to encourage and send their offspring for a summer 
school from a very reputed University? We talk of doing so much for preserving and propagating our mother tongue 
and cultural heritage. Shouldn’t our commitment be reflected in our actions? Soccer-Foot Ball-Soft Ball, 
Gymnastics-Skating-Swimming and Music-Dance-Kumon, Why should learning our beloved language and culture 
take a back seat?  

Support Telugu Badi being conducted in Austin and elsewhere by a few committed & talented individuals. 
Please Read Telugu, Write in Telugu & Respect Telugu! When you do, your children will follow!! 
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­
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& �4�O�*, 
ä `KW � �4� �	, !� �&�� �65�� `S¤'+� �"����
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���� ����� ��4� "O#%
K6! he�76 ��*& 
CEÚ3 Px��
�
�& J#9J�mS, "�E	��Sg � "u& #Rp, 
.Gmp¥ ���4�V��, U �6� 6S�O< �� 6G��Q �
�- 
"��õ Ç��, ���A�#¨�? � 6-A< � 6&f ¼� "�!� "�64�
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