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TELUGU CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION

(A registered non-profit
Organization)

2900 West Anderson Lane,
Box # 20-216A

Austin, TX 78757-1124
Tel: (512) 832-8453

FAX: (512) 832-8088

Sevéd T8

http://www.geocities.com/tca_austin e-mail: teluguvani@yahoo.com
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The new TCA Committee of 2002 appreciates the trust and confidence placed upon us by the Austin
Telugu Community, in electing our team, to represent our cultural and community interests for the
year 2002, (ugAdi to ugAdi.). We accept this responsibility with great honor and pride. We’d like to
thank all of the previous committees for their diligence in bringing the Telugu Cultural Association
of Austin to the level that it is today. We’d like to continue this tradition with renewed enthusiasm &
commitment. But this cannot happen in isolation and requires the active participation of the
Community. We started out the year with a bank balance of approximately $1850 and will not be able
to take this very far, unless all of us chip in and contribute in terms of time and money. We are
seeking this voluntary & proactive approach from every member of the community. As we proceed
with our agenda for this year, here are a few commitments that we, the new TCA team would like to
make in good faith:

We’ll honor and respect the Constitution and By laws of our Association

We’ll try to enhance the already present, community's interest in our cultural heritage

We’ll rise above petty politics to unify the community to the best of our abilities

We’ll strive to increase the membership and the interest in TCA within & outside the
community

Hope all of us will stand together in this endeavor.

With Best Regars Padmini Tamirisa, Chair Person, TCA
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Ode to TCA 2001 Committee

- Ravi Mandava

Hither comes our august President Mr Rayudu,
Would know a word or two even about Xanadu.
Carry and rally the troops he did like a true general,
Might not hesitate to quell down anything opposing
in a fashion cerebral.

Not far around is our amicable Treasurer Mr VB Reddy,
Always a host to many-a-scrumptious feast with curry &
paddy.

Seldom did a dime slip through unaccounted for in TCA coffers,

Though one might wonder aroma surfeit whether he suffers.

In the midst there is our loquacious Member Mrs Shanti,
Outspoken and well spoken that she is whether pro or anti.
Efficacy and alacrity were the norms in organizing events,
An occasional word or salvo we'd want to dodge that she
presents.

Just about everywhere is our gregarious Member Mr Vikrant,

Tread and plod he would with many-a-savant.

"Let there be light and sound!", thanks to his razzle and dazzle,

Albeit we might see smoke on stage from his hustle and bustle.

Around the corner there is our helpful Member Mrs Uma,
Handle the tasks she would with energy & velocity like a
puma.

Coordinate she did several activities for events and stalls;
Perhaps, if one disagrees or differs, alas, one appalls.

Next to us there is our savvy Member Mr Srinivas,
Perennially mesmerize us he doth with e-force alas.
Clickety clackety, led us to corridors of group e-mail &
home e-page,

Hickory dockery, lest we get e-zapped, better not invoke
his e-rage.

Right among us there is our erudite Editor Mr Ram,
An eternal source of perusal pleasure like a well-oiled cam.

"Solicit, edit, and publish with diligence" were his constant acts,

Even though, deleted & erased you could be without some
pacts.

Near and dear there is our connoisseur Artist Mr Murthy,
Doth shower us his paint brush flashes brilliant & worthy.

Catapult us into bliss and serenity he did with many-a-painting,

Without which, might we be coaxed into railing and wailing.

There depart our beloved members of TCA 2001 Committee,

Bidding a farewell and wishing the very best for every attendee.

( Rhyme-and-Meter style poem)
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Politically Incorrect -Srividya Bhadriraju

* Why is it that the famous saying always says “Mera Bharat Mahan” (my India is great) instead of
“Hamara Bharat Mahan” (our India is great)? It may just be a technicality, but I think it shows the
subconscious feelings of Indians to divide on the basis of anything and everything. Not even in a
saying are we pretending to be united as a country! Nothing too dramatic, but ironic nonetheless. ..

¢ I always found it funny that if you are a Desi College Student that is not majoring in pre-medicine,
engineering, or computer science, you're pretty much bound to get the “oh” response when someone
asks for your major. I mean, it’s great that Indians are in such academically prestigious professions,
but these professions will only give you prestige, not power! In order for the Indian community to
have any leverage in America, where most of us have lived for a greater part of our lives and will
continue to do so, we need to have representatives in the government and individuals that are
dedicated to public policy. We can then impact not only America, but India as well and make life
better for millions of people across cultural and geographical borders. So parents, if your child says
that they want to major in government, public policy, or international relations, don’t act like it’s
some big sin! I know that you’re thinking about earning potential, but there are a lot of things that
transcend money in our generation. I also know that in your generation, that was your main goal in
coming to this country. However, we are fortunate enough to have many other opportunities here
than you did. And we are smart enough to think about the future as well...so trust our judgment.

% In almost every Telugu Association “function”, the emcee (master of ceremonies a.k.a announcer)
always announces in English! Considering it’s a “Telugu” gathering, why not use the language?!
Most parents fear that the young members won’t understand; well, they may not understand every
single word but at least they’ll be more likely to try if they hear it. And most of today’s youth can
understand Telugu pretty well, much to the surprise of our parents. Besides speaking in English, a lot
of people try to imitate the American accent, except it’s so obvious what they’re trying to do and
doesn’t sound too good. And then there are some others who speak Telugu, but it sounds like English
anyway as you can’t really distinguish the words and it wouldn’t make a difference what language
they speak. I really don’t think that there’s a need to invent fake accents and/or languages!

¢ One of the most annoying facts in the world: When some parents and young adults complain
constantly about everything that they think is “American” but still choose to live here for 20 yrs. or
so! If you hate it here that much, then don’t complain about it and do something, like moving back to
India. If you’re just here to provide a good lifestyle for your kids, then don’t complain about it! Take
the best of both worlds, and teach your kids to do the same...

% INDIAN STANDARD TIME!!! When the program is supposed to start at 7 pm, it should start by 9
at least! There’s a reason why they didn’t say that it was going to start at 8 pm, b/c it’s supposed to
start at 7! Apparently, something unexpected happens and delays the program. But to my
knowledge, every single Indian event I’ve attended has never started on time b/c people never show
up on time either. It’s like a vicious cycle: programs start late because people come late, but people
come late b/c they know that IST is used. Time is not meant to be used arbitrarily! We use it for a
specific purpose, and if we’re not going to follow it, then we might as well not use it!

(Author is a graduate student at UT-Austin. Article first appeared in TANA patrika, republished with
author’s permission — Ed.)
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Telugu Cultural Association, Austin, invites everyone for the Chitra Bhanu ugAdi cultural program
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Date : April 13th

6.30 P.M. - 7.30 P.M. (Social Hour/Complementary Snacks)
7.30 P.M. - 10.00 P.M. (Cultural Programs)

Venue: West View Middle School = Phone Contacts: Swamy (293-4290) or Ram (826-1441)
Directions: Going on Loop1-Mopac North, Take Right on Parmer exit,
Make a left onto Metric and the school is located about 0.4 miles on the left

Be a proud member of TCA, Participate in the cultural activities eI Encourage others to join TCA !
Together, we can build better communities !!

S PoD - TY HIFTTO

YA

B S SregaeRTrsd aodnd
QS BOHOW DL HED
8080 K don 8Jedire TP Hd
535 390850 FDYIHDH DOV
DT0aH 300 BITTES
DowPolidN &Y Hokdhodtd
e yTren e SeErd Sold)
08 BIDHIT SonE0S
&, DHS5 DHED HID 92 HIWETIE
$S58 28O 2HO DHID O
EH%3ES IEHIT* o0 DD
DBLOIN) DI’ JE T-D ! !

Sketch by Harsha Gummadi, 6™ grade
student at Cedar Valley Middle School

Winter Olympic Games — Pencil/Crayon
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TELUGU CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
(A registered non-profit Organization)
2900 West Anderson Lane,

Box # 20-216A

Austin, TX 78757-1124

Tel: (512) 832-8453

FAX: (512) 832-8088
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