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e-mail: austintelugu@yahoo.com
Online: http://www.austintelugu.org

TELUGU CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
(Conceived: 1990, Incor por ated: 1998)
7301 Burnet Road STE 102 PMB 187
Austin TX 78757
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President’s Note

- Padmini Tamarisa

On behalf of the 2002 TCA Committee, I'd like to express my
thanks and appreciation for the support shown to us by the
Telugu Community.

It has been a wonderful year, of responsibility, entertainment,
fun and socia spirit. The Chitrabhanu year started with great
pomp and show, with the Ugadi Program celebrated in April.
The Community enthusiastically participated in bringing in the
New Year with Ugadi pacchadi, tasty treats, fashion show and
other programs like Impact etc. This geared us on to try new and
different thingsin July.

The TCA Mea and Karaoke night had an unprecedented
attendance with participation from the Tamil, Kannada and
Hindi communities as well. The idea was novel. We had great
participation both in the variety of stalls we had during the Mela
and aso in the Karaoke session that followed. That night's
melodious flow of music is something to be remembered. In
Octaober, we rounded the off the year with a glittering Deepavali
program, complete with lights, music, dance, drama and great
food.

While we were planning our cultural programs, we also tried to
bring in a sense of socia spirit and unification among the various
Indian Committees of Austin and the UT Student Associations.
We participated and supported ICC Programs, Childrens day
activities, set-up stallsin Barsana Dham and also tried to help the
Tamil Sangham with its Music Program.

New TCA Website and Telugu Vani newd etters have been very
well received by the Community. Our email distribution list and
evArta have been very effective means of keeping the
Community informed of various activities of TCA and
happenings across the town. Our general membership and
sponsorships have increased.




As you al know, we started the year, with less than sufficient
bank balance to complete our responsibilities for the year. We
feel that we were able to, with your support, turn this situation
around. We now have sufficient funds (Thanks to our Life
Members) set aside as a CD, and have enough working Capital
to complete our tenure with our final program to celebrate
Sankranthi and the onset of year 2003.

While we celebrate these joyous occasions, we should not fail to
remember that the year 2002 was not totally without pathos, and
some unfortunate happenings in the Community. We tried to
garner monetary and emotional support during these situations
and hopefully helped the affected.

We hope that we have worked well with the Community,
discharging our responsibilities to the satisfaction of all. We are
also hoping that our efforts have been successful in bringing in a
renewed enthusiasm in the Telugu Community, and aso
increased participation and unity among all the Indian
Organizations in Austin. We are now getting ready to launch the
year 2003 with the Sankranthi function and Elections in our
Annual General Body Meeting to be held on Jan 25™. Hope to
seeyou al there. Good Luck and Best wishes for the New Y ear.

Kudosto the 2002 TCA Committee

- Ravi Mandava,
Secretary, 2001 TCA committee

Asthe year 2002 draws to a culmination meandering through the
annals of nascent history, it's only behooving and impelling for
me as a member to reminisce, cherish and adulate a vaudeville
range of activities and events planned and organized by this
year's committee members with a stupendous reservoir of élan
and éclat, assiduousness and punctiliousness, and sapience and
congruity.

Right from the start, we have all been treated to a sumptuous
array of events such as spellbinding cultural programs during
Ugadi, Deepavali and karaoke Mela celebrations, edifying news
updates via e-Varta emails, enthralling articles in Telugu Vani
issues, and commendable community events such as a
felicitation of Dr Balamurali Krishna, a fund raiser for Balgji
memorial, and participation in activities of ICC, Barsana Dham,
AHT, etc. | can only imagine how much toiling, perseverance
and diligence has been effected by our committee membersviaa
multitude of thankless tasks such as membership database and
website maintenance, stage equipment setup and transportation,
program event coordination, procurement of stationary and food
supplies, check/cash deposits, composition, editing and printing
of magazines, emails, directory and program brochures, and
other momentous tasks that escape my mind at this moment.

Not to leave out a mention of gadgets put to an apt use in the
events, membership information was instantaneously updated via
notebooks in the corridors and programming coordination was
incessantly facilitated viawalkie-talkies.

To sum up in one shibboleth all the fabulous achievements of
this committee, it'd be befitting for me to say “ Pinch the penny;
Clinch the podium”. With utmost pecuniary responsibility, this
committee has taken the task of budgeting to an apogee yielding
blockbuster performances at the events with meticulous
planning, efficacious execution, gargantuan audiences and




parsmonious fees. As other TCA committees have nourished
various themes and fortes such as mellifluous music (Swara
Madhuri), community involvement (host-a-student and clothesto
India), outdoor camaraderie (TCA sports and Desi Olympics),
celluloid entertainment (TCA-sponsored movies), etc., this
committee has fervently carried on the tradition with “more
bang for the buck”. If | were hard-pressed to name an omission
for this committee’ s panoply of astounding accomplishments, |'d
say a picnic event to promote commingling of members, children
and adults alike, engaging in outdoor games.

All in al, it's been quite a memorable year with fantastic
accomplishments by our committee members. My encomiums
to the entire committee and best wishes for a repeat
performance..

FACT-SHEET from the 2002 TCA committee

Accomplishments:

1. A CD was opened with $3500 from life member
contributions

2. eVArta started - new e-mail communication channel to
reach TCA generd membership

3. Telugu Vani - quality of articles improved, Cost of
publication reduced - 4 issues in 2002 (Feb, April, July
and October) published in print and online — New 2003
yearbook + member directory (with member contact
preferences) due, 01/03

4. New TCA webdte started - Improved content and its
presentation - Domain name registration (expires on
XXIXXIXxxX) - Started | SP hosting with Marlabs

5. TCA member database was cleaned up and reconciled —
phone number and address contacts corrected

6. New membership cards were printed and distributed

7. Membership Drive — Many new Annual and Life
members joined TCA

8. Business Concessions for TCA members - A couple of
movie screenings at discounted prices for TCA members

9. Viditing artists felicitated - Padma Vibhushan Dr.
Mamgalampalli Balamurali Krishna

10. Researched TCA’'s tax status — Organized the
information/documents fro previous committees

11. Congtructive  interaction with  other community
organizations like ICC, HTCT, AHT, Chinmaya Mission
etc.

12. Co-Raised money (alongwith ICC) for Balgji Venkatesh
memorial fund - $1362 was awarded to the affected
family

13. TCA Fundraising with published guidelines for
advertisers/sponsors

14. TCA'sP.O. box address was changed

15. Building afinancially stronger association - Reflected in
the Treasurer’s statement




Events conducted:

1
2.

Ugadi celebrations —04/13/02

Participated in Barsana Dham's annua Mela — April
2002

Mela + Karaoke Night — 07/20/2002

Felicitated Sri Mamgalampalli Balamurali Krishna —
09/14/02

Dasara-Deepavali Cultural Program — 10/26/02
Participated in ICC®Children®Day event — 11/16/02
Sankranti Cultural Program + Annua GBM -
01/25/2003

TCA committee team meetings once in 4-6 weeks 2002-
2003

Planned to co-host a music concert by P. Susheela & Co.
with Austin Tamil Sangam on 07/27/02 — event was
cancelled later

Event related improvementsin 2002:

oukrwLdE

~

8.

9.

New stage decorations for the events

Introduction of Stage Rehearsals

New food coordination efforts for the events

New certificates and Trophies for participants

New program brochures at the cultural events

UT Student Community’s participation in TCA®cultural
programs

Event photographs and information made available
online

Event communication sent through evArta, TCA
Website and Posters

Increased V olunteer appeal/participation

Transition checklist from 2002 committee:

1

Cultura - Hand over Templates of Telugu Vani, e-vArta,
web password, Previous meeting minutes, TCA
constitution, Existing Banners etc.

| & E related - Hand Over the organized | & E materia
for <= 2002 Receipt Books, Membership Cards, P.O.
Box contacts

Member DB & Mail List - Hand Over the passwords,
hard/soft copies

Suggested Action/Follow-up ltemsfor future

1
2.
3

4,

10.

11.

committees:

Need to follow-up TAX-status (critical)

Need to renew CD (expires on Xx/Xx/XxxXx)

Need to renew Web site hosting with ISP — Mar Labs
(expires on XX/XX/XXXX)

Procure permanent assets for TCA - Banner, AV
systems etc.

Revive Student-Host programs between UT community
and interested TCA membership

Continue interacting  productively — with  other
associations and the Austin community in genera — e.g.
Work with ICC on the cultural center and radio program,
conduct food-drives,  offer/encourage  voluntary
community activities

Improve TCA® online presence — build professional
web-site, chat-pages, yellow pages, calendar to make it
the central resource for al Telugus of greater Austin
Rejuvenate Telugu Badi and Sahiti Sadassulu under
TCA umbrella— Identify representatives for conducting/
coordinating these activities in every committee

Have representatives from UT on TCA committee/board
Have representatives from the surrounding cities of
Austin Metro on TCA committee/board to enhance TCA
presence as “The Telugu Association of/for Telugus
living in greater Austin and surrounding areas’
Recognize/Fdicitate individuals in the following
suggested categories. Prepare guidelines and institute
nomination procedures for the following catetgories.

a) Outstanding achievers - accomplishers among the
members of the TCA community, recognized for
individual/team achievements at the City, State, National
and/or International levels in the fields of arts, culture,
politics, education, literature, music and social activities
etc. e.g. Publication of abook, Highest SAT score etc.

b) Outstanding Volunteers - Those who have made
outstanding voluntary contributions to TCA and its
membership
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[ January
~ 3W T New Year Day
~£ o= Bhogi — 1% day of
Sankranthi
~e / Sankranti
2Ka p
~ Kanumu — 3" day
of Sankranti
1 B+ Martin Luther
King Day
.13 q Indian
— Independece Day
T depend
SG / February
: 2 I Saraswati Pooja
T | ( '0%+ Ratha Sptami
Z
~ ZEba p Bhishma Ekadas
~€ > KT Valentines Day
~5 13 1 [ Samudra
Snaanam
3 1] e5 KT Presidents Day
~ | K p Maha Sivaratri
| (D F Moharram
it 1] F Kama Dahanam
~T €& Holi

9 2:] | Telugu New Y ear
(Svabhanu) Day
~ B 0 Sri Rama Navami
~ | (0 ' ZtD Chitta Pournami
— Full moon day
~T|> | Good Friday
3 N4 Easter Sunday
= 1] N4 Easter Monday
~ QB Labor Day
, > Z Sankara Jayanthi
T > \>n N/ G | Buddha
N Pournami
~|3 T Mothers Day
) 1] &7 Q Memoria Day
<€ X bF Z Nrsimha Jayanthi
~| > + F Solar Eclipse
* F 1Z Hanuman
Jayanthi
~ |3 r T Fathers Day
€ > 8 12 U.S. Independce
” " K / Karkataka
Z < sankramanam




(€] = €' Pushkaras for
0 Holy Godavari
° @ @' V Mamgala Gowri
Vratam
T[> '] Varalakshmi
Vratam
~ @ : G9/ <t | RakshaBandhan
N —Indian
Sisters/Brothers
Day
> q 12 Indian Indepence
=T Day
~1 3 0Z Xz Ganesha
Chaturthi
ed G | September
e | > e T/ Indian Teachers
2W9O & |pay
Z
n | > [ (g | DasaraNavaratris

start

NZ Gandhi Jayanthi

> ) 8D Durgashtami —
Dasara

€ | > k [ 0 Maharnavami —
Dasara

e |3 0Z =0 Vijaya Dasami —
Dasara

~ |3 8w Z Atlatadiya

= 1] I & Columbus Day
€ > X do Naraka
Chaturdas —
Deepavali Eve
o | X V.8R Deepavali
, |3 'V R q Karthika maasam
starts
e X z/ Naagula Chavithi
X0
~| > +QGw Halloween
~ | ¥ 39 &8 Andhra Pradesh
=T State Formation
Day
T | > X F [/ "V|Luna Eclipse
NID/ nfXR
- KT Veterans Day
~£ > # =T Children’s Day
" ( TO Thanksgiving
Day
T G- $ B Subrahmanya
ShashThi
T 1] ' Z Sridatta Jayamthi
° CC Christmas
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